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	  •  Since	  2009,	  in	  cooperaDon	  with	  Heinrich	  Böll	  S01ung	  Turkey	  Office,	  

Hrant	  Dink	  Founda0on	  has	  been	  implemenDng	  this	  programme	  with	  a	  
view	  to	  strengthen	  Des	  between	  journalists	  from	  Turkey	  and	  Armenia	  and	  
to	  conDrbute	  to	  the	  establishment	  of	  direct	  and	  accurate	  channels	  of	  
communicaDon	  and	  news	  reporDng	  across	  the	  two	  countries.	  	  

•  In	  the	  4th	  year	  of	  the	  programme,	  a	  group	  of	  7	  journalists	  from	  Armenia	  
visited	  Istanbul,	  Turkey	  from	  November	  12th	  to	  November	  18th,	  2012.	  

•  ParDcipaDng	  journalists	  had	  special	  interest	  in	  social	  issues,	  human	  rights	  
issues	  and	  use	  of	  social	  media.	  

	  
•  Journalists	  from	  Civilnet,	  Internews,	  Journalists	  for	  the	  Future,	  Lragir,	  

Radio	  Liberty,	  Tert,	  Yerkir	  Media	  paid	  their	  first	  visits	  to	  Turkey,	  met	  their	  
colleagues	  and	  received	  first-‐hand	  informaDon	  about	  Turkey	  as	  well	  as	  the	  
current	  situaDon	  of	  media	  and	  journalists	  in	  the	  country.	  	  	  
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2012	  Turkey,	  Programme	  Par0cipants:	  
•  Gayane	  AveDsyan	  	  –	  Yerkir	  Media	  
•  Gayane	  Mirzoyan	  –	  Journalists	  for	  the	  Future	  
•  Gegham	  Vardanyan	  –	  Internews	  Armenia	  
•  Karen	  Harutyunyan	  -‐	  Civilnet	  
•  Karine	  Ionesyan	  –	  Lragir	  
•  Naira	  Bulghadaryan	  –	  Radio	  Liberty	  
•  Sasun	  Khachatryan	  –	  Tert	  
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	  Individuals	  and	  Organisa0ons	  Visited	   	   	   	   	  12-‐18	  November	  2012	  	  

	  
•  AGOS,	  Rober	  Koptaş,	  Pakrat	  Estukyan	  
•  Hrant	  Dink	  FoundaDon	  Melisa	  Akan,	  Nora	  Mildanoğlu	  
•  Center	  for	  Truth,	  JusDce	  and	  Memory,	  Emrah	  Gürsel	  	  
•  Anadolu	  Kültür,	  Osman	  Kavala,	  Ciğdem	  Mater	  
•  Today's	  Zaman,	  Mustafa	  Edib	  Yılmaz,	  Şule	  Yılmaz,	  Lamiya	  Adil	  Guliyeva	  
•  T24,	  Aydın	  Engin	  
•  Bianet,	  Nadire	  Mater	  
•  Aras	  Publishing,	  Payline	  &	  	  Yetvart	  Tomasyan	  	  
•  Heinrich	  Böll	  SDdung	  Turkey	  Office	  -‐	  Ulrike	  Dufner,	  Yonca	  Verdioğlu,	  Özgür	  Gürbüz	  
•  Radikal,	  Fehim	  Taştekin	  
•  Hürriyet	  Daily	  News,	  Barçın	  Yinanç,	  Vercihan	  Ziflioğlu	  
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Individuals	  and	  Organisa0ons	  Visited 	   	   	  12-‐18	  November	  2012	  	  
	  
•  CNN	  Türk,	  Hande	  Aşık	  	  
•  Journalists	  and	  Writers	  FoundaDon,	  Cemal	  Uşak,	  Erkam	  Tufan	  Aytav	  
•  Gedikpaşa	  Armenian	  Evangelical	  Church,	  Krikor	  Ağabaloğlu	  
•  Peace	  and	  Democracy	  Party	  –	  BDP,	  Özgür	  Sevgi	  Göral	  	  
•  Republican	  People's	  Party	  –	  CHP,	  Şafak	  Pavey	  
•  NTV,	  Can	  Ertuna,	  Mete	  Çubukçu,	  Fehmi	  Gürdallı,	  Kürşat	  Özmen	  
•  Helsinki	  CiDzens	  Assembly,	  Emel	  Kurma,	  Yetvart	  Danzikyan,	  Hakan	  Ataman	  
•  Nor	  Radyo,	  Armenian	  Culture	  and	  Solidarity	  AssociaDon,	  Sayat	  Tekir	  
•  Human	  Rights	  AssociaDon,	  Ayşe	  Günaysu	  	  
•  140	  Journos,	  Engin	  Önder	  
•  Ahmet	  Şık,	  Pınar	  Öğünç,	  Oral	  Çalışlar,	  Cengiz	  Çandar	  
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	  •  Throughout	  the	  programme,	  the	  parDcipants	  visited	  more	  than	  30	  
individuals	  and	  organisa0ons	  including	  press	  and	  media	  agencies,	  
poliDcians,	  academics	  and	  non	  governmental	  organisaDons.	  

•  The	  journalists	  entered	  the	  newsrooms	  of	  news	  agencies	  and	  media	  
outlets	  such	  as	  Bianet,	  CNN	  Türk,	  Hürriyet	  Daily	  News,	  NTV,	  Radikal,	  T24,	  
Today’s	  Zaman	  and	  Yeni	  Şafak	  and	  had	  the	  chance	  to	  meet	  with	  their	  
colleagues	  and	  discuss	  the	  bilateral	  relaDons	  and	  poliDcal	  atmosphere	  and	  
problems	  in	  Turkey.	  

•  Apart	  from	  official	  meeDngs,	  the	  parDcipants	  	  had	  discussions	  over	  
informal	  lunches	  with	  some	  of	  the	  guest	  speakers.	  

•  They	  paid	  visits	  to	  Anadolu	  Kültür,	  Heinrich	  Böll	  SDdung,	  and	  	  Journalists	  
and	  Writers	  FoundaDon	  and	  got	  informed	  about	  the	  civil	  society	  projects	  
in	  Turkey.	  	  
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•  Within	  the	  one-‐week	  programme	  the	  group	  also	  visited	  the	  Agos	  
newspaper,	  Hrant	  Dink	  FoundaDon,	  Aras	  Publishing,	  Nor	  Radyo	  and	  
Gedikpaşa	  Armenian	  Evangelical	  Church	  and	  received	  informaDon	  about	  
the	  Armenians	  in	  Turkey.	  	  

•  To	  get	  a	  deeper	  insight	  into	  a	  poliDcal	  and	  human	  rights	  developments	  in	  
Turkey	  parDcipants	  met	  with	  representaDves	  of	  Peace	  and	  Democracy	  
Party	  (BDP),	  Republican	  People's	  Party	  (CHP),	  Helsinki	  CiDzens’	  Assembly,	  
Human	  Rights	  AssociaDon	  and	  140	  Journos.	  

•  They	  met	  in	  person	  with	  Cengiz	  Çandar,	  Oral	  Çalışlar,	  Ahmet	  Şık,	  Pınar	  
Öğünç,	  Çiğdem	  Mater	  and	  received	  in-‐depth	  informaDon	  about	  various	  
issues	  on	  Turkey’s	  agenda.	  	  

•  The	  group	  also	  witnessed	  the	  demonstraDon	  of	  Cumartesi	  Anneleri,	  the	  
mothers	  of	  thousands	  of	  disappeared	  persons	  in	  Turkey	  since	  1990s.	  	  
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•  	  Ader	  the	  programme,	  15	  columns	  and	  news	  ar0cles	  
were	  published	  in	  the	  online	  media	  in	  azatutyun.am,	  
civilnet.am,	  lragir.am	  and	  tert.am.	  

•  Apart	  from	  the	  news	  arDcles,	  there	  were	  short	  videos	  
and	  audio	  reports	  published	  on	  the	  azatutyun.am	  	  
website.	  hop://www.azatutyun.am/media/video/
24775350.html	  

•  Yerkir	  Media	  journalist	  Gayane	  AveDsyan	  hosted	  a	  	  	  
TV	  programme.	  

•  Other	  than	  the	  news	  covered	  in	  the	  print	  and	  
broadcast	  media,	  the	  programme	  parDcipants	  Karine	  
Ionesyan,	  Karen	  Harutyunyan,	  Sasun	  Khachatryan	  
acDvely	  used	  the	  social	  media	  during	  the	  programme	  
and	  shared	  their	  impressions	  and	  thoughts	  about	  
Turkey	  with	  their	  friends	  and	  followers.	  



Naira Bulghadaryan 
 
Azatutyun.am 
15/11/2012 
 
 
The Editor-in-Chief of 
Agos attaches 
importance to 
dialogue between 
Armenians and Turks. 
 
 
Armenians should 
make a distinction 
between the Turkish 
government and 
people of Turkey, says 
Rober Koptaş. 



Karen Harutyunyan 
 
Civilnet.am 
26/11/2012 
 
 
 
Either Turkey will solve 
the Kurdish Issue or the 
Kurds will ‘solve’ 
Turkey’s. 
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Sasun Khachatryan 
 
Tert.am 
16/11/2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Karine Ionesyan 
 
Lragir.am 
25/11/2012 
 
 



Sasun 
Khachatryan 
 
Tert.am 
18/11/2012 
 



Naira 
Bulghadaryan 
 
Azatutyun.am 
19/11/2012 
 
 
 
Kurdish people 
continue their 
protest in 
Turkey  





 
I have been to migrant 
Armenian children’s school 
in Istanbul. 
Those migrants whom 
Erdoğan wanted to deport.  
It is difficult to find such a 
well-organised school even 
in Yerevan. 
But the overall picture is 
sad, because our children 
are like ‘Gikors’ 
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My	  autude	  has	  always	  been	  realisDc	  and	  the	  Turkey-‐Armenia	  
relaDons	  is	  not	  an	  excepDon.	  The	  more	  I	  learn	  about	  Turkey	  the	  
less	  chances	  I	  see	  for	  the	  two	  countries	  to	  normalize	  their	  
relaDons	  officially	  due	  to	  some	  internal	  and	  external	  factors.	  
However,	  there	  is	  something	  that	  gives	  hope:	  the	  civil	  society	  
that	  shapes	  alternaDve	  views	  as	  opposed	  to	  the	  mainstream.	  
Even	  these	  efforts	  look	  like	  some	  drops	  of	  water	  in	  a	  ocean,	  they	  
are	  at	  least	  something	  and	  will	  hopefully	  make	  a	  difference	  in	  
the	  foreseeable	  future.	  

Sasun	  Khachatryan,	  Tert	  
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	  The	  most	  useful	  thing	  I	  learned	  during	  this	  program	  was	  that	  Turkey	  is	  facing	  other	  and	  

probably	  more	  urgent	  and	  day-‐to-‐day	  problems	  than	  the	  Armenian	  Genocide	  issue.	  
This	  is	  a	  great	  program	  that	  allows	  us	  to	  meet	  with	  Turkish	  journalists,	  bloggers	  and	  
columnists.	  I	  hope	  this	  will	  enlarge	  our	  network,	  and	  become	  a	  solid	  basis	  for	  future	  
cooperaDon.	  	  

Sasun	  Khachatryan,	  Tert	  
	  

The	  program	  was	  intense	  and	  provided	  us	  with	  broader	  perspecDve	  of	  domesDc	  and	  
human	  rights	  issues	  in	  Turkey.	  As	  a	  suggesDon	  I	  would	  propose	  organizing	  meeDng	  with	  
the	  representaDves	  of	  Armenian	  community	  in	  Istanbul,	  and	  if	  the	  program	  conDnues,	  
it	  can	  have	  a	  posiDve	  and	  tangible	  effect	  given	  the	  absence	  of	  diplomaDc	  relaDons	  
between	  the	  countries.	  

Naira	  Bulghadaryan,	  Liberty	  
	  

As	  a	  person	  who’s	  been	  in	  Turkey	  for	  the	  first	  Dme	  I	  felt	  the	  urge	  to	  learn	  more	  about	  
Turkish-‐Armenian	  relaDons,	  and	  Turkey	  in	  general.	  I	  found	  many	  cases	  of	  human	  rights	  
violaDons,	  which	  are	  interesDng	  to	  me	  as	  to	  a	  journalist,	  covering	  human	  rights	  issues.	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  Karine	  Ionesyan,	  Lragir	  
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The	  program	  improved	  my	  understanding	  of	  Turkish	  poliDcal	  discourse,	  which	  is	  

not	  always	  very	  well	  understood	  in	  Armenia.	  I	  somehow	  discovered	  another	  
Turkey	  which	  is	  different	  from	  what	  is	  depicted	  in	  the	  media.	  

	  	  	  	  
Karen	  Harutyunyan,	  Orakarg	  Daily,	  Civilnet	  

	  
Ader	  my	  trip	  to	  Istanbul,	  I	  have	  more	  quesDons	  than	  answers,	  which	  is	  I	  think	  

good;	  because	  things	  are	  usually	  even	  more	  complicated	  than	  you	  think.	  It	  is	  a	  
possibility,	  to	  speak,	  to	  discuss	  and	  argue	  with	  representaDves	  of	  Turkish	  
society	  and	  have	  your	  own	  impression	  from	  this	  country.	  

	  
Gayane	  Mirzoyan,	  Journalists	  for	  the	  Future	  
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	  It’s	  important	  to	  visit	  the	  country	  and	  see	  it	  with	  your	  own	  eyes	  

and	  not	  only	  through	  media.It’s	  important	  for	  journalists,	  who	  
who	  shape	  public	  opinion	  to	  visit	  the	  country	  and	  report	  on	  
what	  they	  experience	  on	  the	  spot.	  	  The	  programme	  helped	  
me	  to	  get	  to	  know	  journalists	  and	  social	  media	  acDvists	  from	  
Turkey.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Gegham	  Vardanyan,	  Internews	  

For	  me	  the	  program	  was	  very	  interesDng	  and	  well	  organized	  I	  
believe	  this	  is	  a	  unique	  opportunity	  to	  visit	  so	  many	  media,	  
outlets,	  see	  how	  they	  operate	  and	  ask	  sensiDve	  quesDons	  in	  
person.	  I	  think	  these	  kind	  of	  visits	  are	  very	  important	  for	  both	  
sides	  to	  understand	  that	  we	  have	  many	  similariDes.	  

Gayane	  Ave0syan,	  Yerkir	  Media	  



Feedback	  from	  the	  ParDcipants	  and	  
OrganisaDons	  Visited	  

•  Allow	  more	  possibiliDes	  and	  Dme	  to	  speak	  with	  Armenian	  community	  
in	  Istanbul	  and	  migrants	  from	  Armenia.	  	  

•  It	  would	  be	  interesDng	  to	  meet	  not	  only	  media	  people,	  but	  also	  
academicians	  and	  researchers,	  preferably	  in	  their	  working	  seung	  for	  
instance	  at	  a	  university.	  

•  MeeDngs	  with	  state	  organizaDons	  and	  religious	  authoriDes	  will	  help	  to	  
get	  the	  full	  picture	  of	  Turkey’s	  current	  situaDon.	  
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